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The Foreign Agricultural Service of the U.S. Department of Agricul- 
ture today reported the following developments in world agriculture and trade. 


GRAIN AND FEED 


THAILAND'S paddy rice output is expected to reach record levels this 
year, according to the U.S. agricultural attache in Bangkok. Rainfall has 
been timely and well distributed, resulting in a main wet-season crop of 17.5 
million metric tons, compared with last year's harvest of 16.25 million. With 
an average dry-season crop of 2.25 million tons (2.0 million last year), the 
total paddy production is estimated at 19.75 million tons (13.0 million, 
milled basis), up 8 percent from the previous year. Most of the wet-season 
rice crop increase came out of the lower north and upper central plains. Rice 
production jumped 11 percent in the north plains with some shifting to the 
more marketable non-glutinous varieties. The increase in the central plains 
and the northeast over last year is estimated at 5 percent, although some 
northeast areas, especially Chaiyaphum, experienced dry conditions. 


DAIRY, LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY 


ARGENTINE cattle numbers are expected to continue declining because 
producers have been discouraged by weak export markets and price controls, 
according to the U.S. agricultural counselor in Buenos Aires. Slaughter for 
1985 is expected to be up 12 percent to 13.8 million tons. However, beef 
production is expected to be up only 5 percent to 2.7 million tons because of 
increased cow (up 15 percent) and calf slaughter. 


COFFEE 


WORLD green coffee production for 1985/86 is estimated at 98.6 
million 60-kilogram bags, virtually unchanged from the June forecast (see WR 
25-85) and 9 percent more than the previous season. The current estimate, a 
record high outturn, is 1 percent above the previous record of 98.0 million 
bags in 1981/82. A 6-million-bag increase for Brazil accounts for most of jthe 
increase in the 1985/86 world coffee crop. 


In North and Central America and the Caribbean, coffee production is 
estimated to be down 4 percent as many of the larger producing countries are 
expecting decreases. Costa Rican production is estimated to be down 20 
percent from the previous year's record harvest because of the cyclical nature 
of coffee production and less favorable weather conditions. In Mexico, the 
largest producer in the region, production is expected to increase by 5 
percent over last season. 
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South American production is estimated at 50.0 million bags, 18 
percent above the 1984/85 level. Brazil's 1985/86 coffee crop is estimated at 
33 million bags, 22 percent above 1984/85, due to favorable growing conditions 
(see WR 7-85, WR 24-85 and WR 25-85). In Colombia, production for 1985/86 is 
up 14 percent (1.5 million bags) from last year and unchanged from the June 
forecast. 


Africa's coffee production in 1985/86 is estimated at a record 21.8 
million bags, 6 percent above last season. Ivory Coast production is 
estimated at 5 million bags, the largest crop since 1980/81. Kenya's 
estimated outturn of 2.2 million bags is 42 percent above the drought-reduced 
1984/85 harvest as favorable rains in April-May 1985 improved yields. 


In Asia and Oceania, 1985/86 coffee output is estimated at 10.6 
million bags, virtually the same as last season. All major producing 
countries in this region are expecting increased output except India, down 20 
percent or nearly 600,000 bags from 1984/85. 


Coffee production by region and for selected countries is estimated 
as follows in 1,000 60-kilogram bags: 


Revised Estimated 
Region/Count ry 1984/85 1985/86 
North and Central America and Caribbean: 
Costa Rica Zyol6 25015 
Dominican Republic 900 820 
El Salvador 2, 700 2,600 
Guatemala 2,102 ZOU 
Honduras 1,500 1,400 
Mexico 4,250 4,480 
Nicaragua 850 830 
Others AGS 1,584 
Total 16,904 omeZoM, 
South America: 
Brazil 27,000 33, 000 
Colombia 11,000 12,500 
Ecuador 1,500 1,600 
Bec Nia Jee.) 1,300 
Others ih eu pe 1,609 
Total 42,252 50,009 
Africa: 
Cameroon 2, 0U taeda 
Ethiopia 2,600 So 7L50 
Ivory Coast 4,900 5, O0U 
Kenya Tere) 2570 
Uganda 3, 3UU 3 , 000 
Zaire US 1,540 
Others 4,650 2 OUD 
Total ZOe73 raked fags, 
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Revised Estimated 
Region/Count ry 1984/85 1985/86 
Asia and Oceania: 
India ae eA 2,254 
Indonesia 5,400 D/O 
Philippines 857 943 
Papua-New Guinea 750 800 
Others 699 139 
Total UG S625 10, 616 
World Total ea 7, 98, 647 


U.S. AGRICULTURAL TRADE 


U.S. agricultural exports during October 1985 amounted to $2.3 
billion and 9.8 million tons. While both the export value and volume for the 
first month of fiscal 1986 (October 1985) were down from October 1984, the 
October 1985 value and volume were up from the previous month by almost $460 
million (24 percent) and 2.2 million tons (29 percent). 


The sharpest year-to-year declines in October occurred in wheat, 
wheat flour, corn, grain sorghum, soybean oil, cotton and tobacco. These 
drops were due to both unit value and volume declines from a year earlier. 
Such declines were partially offset by gains in shipments of soybeans, soybean 
meal, rice, peanuts, dairy products and livestock and products. The fruit and 
vegetable complex was characterized by little overall change from October 
1984, although individual product groups (e.g. fresh citrus fruits and tree 
nuts) showed some gains in both value and volume. 


U.S. agricultural imports during October 1985 reached $1.4 billion, 
down 18 percent from the $1.7 billion imported during the first month of 
fiscal 1985. Commodities experiencing the greatest declines were cane sugar, 
coffee and products, fruit juices, beef and veal. The overall net surplus in 
agricultural trade during October 1985 amounted to $900 million, down 25 
percent from a net surplus of $1.2 billion during the same period a year 
earlier. 


U.S. Agricultural Trade 
(Billion dollars) 


-------- FISCAL YEAR--------- ---------OCTOBER--------- 
1955 1986 Percent 1984 WES los) Percent 
Actual Forecast Change Actual Actual Change 
Exports SHUSYA Pek -/ Fa) Ziad -21 
Imports Valet) 200 +1 Lse7, 1.4 -18 
Trade 
balance 11.4 ell -21] ee 7, -25 


Note: Import tables for U.S. agricultural trade data are not available 
this month. 
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5 
Selected International Prices 


Item ; Dec. L059 1955 : Change from : A year 
: > previous week : ago 


ROIMERDAMEPRICES ol/ Anema >neT iM] weudspereOusu@atb pexiMin. sees per: MI 
Wheat : 
Canadian No. 1 CWRS-13.5%. N.Q. -- -- 187550 
OS ea NOs ZeONSANS Seal OMe. LOU. OU 4eol +3.50 180.00 
UES eakINO'st LES elite N slats steretnte/o 157.00 4.27 +5.00 160.00 
Ue SeBNOe totes Deets seis ets oe Ne) 4.71 +4,00 202.00 
Canadian No. 1 A: Durum... N.W. -- -- 208.00 
Feed grains: 
UeS sO mon CLLOWSUOLIl eer s We ie, ld 0 131.00 
Soybeans and meal: 
Ue Se NOs eZ CLL OW secre clsveie 213.60 Byala +7.00 LULA OG 
Brazil 47/48% SoyaPellets 199.00 -~ +10.00 180.00 
U.S. 44% Soybean Meal.... 180.00 =< +3.00 1655.00 
U.S. FARM PRICES 3/ 
Wheatiarcrapone steteie/< ab Habe Be Hal. OU Biel.) +2.57 SO 
Ba LV cterelelstaichelctcie cree csc eters 74.87 1Aee) O TeAY l=) 
COLT etete cro etttchats chs sects. eye's 88.98 je IRS +.59 eho 
SGCOMUM cteteteterers Stclerclousic.s cisis Joe Seed Fall +1.76 AWAY 
BLOLLEUSersrcercis ehelelaretesveletere ae MO OP -- -44,31 1062.84 
EG@IMPOR Tae [ES 
Reel: EY An eS iocdnoromoees eee oT) 2.09 -8.95 47 > 
Bate Vetete siete eis sie ete sieve ciels evs 114.30 Zea -1.15 51.60 
COUileterstetsterecretere st. 6's etertteter 92.40 Zep -.85 50.50 
SO LGM arerkerevlelsletetale sieto:s\e 6 OZ LU Leo -4,55 Dono 
BrOLleClSed/ s6/mO/ alesis « oe 241.00 -- -4.00 159500 
EC INTERVENTION PRICES 7/ 
Common wheat(feed quality) 167.35 Se -.20 AZ 
Bread wheat (min. quality) 178.30 4.85 -.35 150550 
Barley and all 
other feed grains...... A Mele) -- -.20 141.25 
Broikerse4/@6/2.cs- Sioketere. ots 2593.00) -= +7.00 1072.00 
EC EXPORT RESTITUTIONS (subsidies) 
Witealetcte ctreter. Rrataterevehe aie \els Die ow 16 =~ N.A. 
Bar leViteersiels srelete s/o! clele elvis’ ; Tees Oo +.85 PAN SY9) 
Browlersms, 10/BO/ acces «1 157.00 -- -2.00 94.00 


1/ Asking prices in U.S. dollars for imported grain and soybeans, c.i.f., 
Rotterdam. 2/ Hundredweight (CWT). 3/ Five-day moving average. 4/ EC 
category--70 percent whole chicken. 5/ Reflects lower EC export subsidy--down 
to 20.00 ECU/100 bag effective 9/14/83 from 22.50 ECU/100 bag set in 2/83. 6/ 
F.o.b. price for R.T.C. broilers at West German border. 7/ Reference price. 

8/ Reflects change in level set by EC. N.A.=None authorized. N.Q.=Not 

quoted. Note: Basis January delivery. 
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